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Implemented this fall, service learning
is now a component of AU’s revised gen-
eral education program. At the heart of
this program, first-year students enter-
ing AU in fall 2004 must incorporate
service learning into their requirements
for graduation. While these require-
ments may be satisfied in the classroom,

AU also is striving to develop a model
that takes the program out of the class-
room and into the community.

To provide these students with a
unique opportunity to satisfy this
requirement, AU is developing a model
for the interdisciplinary course, Culture,
Diversity, and Expression, which
enhances student learning outside of the
classroom and stresses real-world 
applications.

Selected first-year students are living
in a pilot learning community on two
dedicated floors in Watkins Hall. In addi-
tion, these students share a common
peer-advising group and the Culture,
Diversity, and Expression course, which
has a service-learning requirement 
integrated into the course curriculum. 

Working in project teams, these 
students interviewed various human-
service agencies, completed 16 hours of
community service work at the agency,

developed a project report connecting
their experiences to the course out-
comes, and presented their project
experiences during an evening program,
which was attended by student partici-
pants and student life administrators.

“We’re providing an opportunity for
students to transfer what they’ve learned

in the classroom to
their communities and
lives,” said Kathleen
Carroll, Associate
Professor of English
and Director of
General Education.
“We want to help stu-
dents develop under-
standing, respect, and
awareness of diversity,
in addition to helping
them connect with
academic life.”

The pilot learning
community, which
consists of 29 students,
has been “very suc-
cessful,” said Adrian
Aldrich, Assistant

Director of Residence Life. “Collabora-
tion has been the biggest component of
this success. Faculty and staff have sub-
scribed to service learning as an integral
part of college life.” The key, he added, is
getting students involved early to ensure
that community involvement continues
beyond graduation and becomes a part
of everyday living.

In addition to Aldrich’s involvement,
the initiative has two dedicated faculty
members, Kathleen Carroll and Peggy
Bradford; two RAs, Drew Hornung and
Shalisse Mathieu; and Aaron Hender-
shott, Wackerlin Fellow, who serves as
the liaison between outside service
agencies and the class. 

“Service learning really makes a differ-
ence in the AU community,” Aldrich
noted. “One of the learning community
students told me, ‘This has been one of
the most powerful experiences I’ve ever
had.’ ”

Service Learning Integrated 
Into Gen Ed Curriculum
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March
March 5-13: Spring break
March 25-27: Easter — classes end at noon on March 25

May
May 2-7: Final exams
May 7-8: Commencement ceremonies
May 9-28: May Term
May 30: Memorial Day — no classes

For a complete listing of all events on campus, 
visit our Web site at www.aurora.edu/geninfo/cal_index.htm.
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May Term Enhances
AU Education

Aurora University’s conversion to
semesters opens up a world of opportuni-
ties — literally. May Term, scheduled for
May 9-28, 2005, enables students of all
ages to take advantage of some unique
learning opportunities.

Certainly, May Term can help your son
or daughter to catch up or get ahead on
academic requirements for graduation, but
it also can enhance his or her overall edu-
cational experience with some “outside-
the-box” classes:

• Discover how to write and produce 
comedy.

• Learn how marriage is defined by 
cultural forces.

• Travel and study in far-away places, 
such as Africa, Greece, and Mexico.

The timing of May Term makes it possi-
ble for students to enroll in credit classes
and still have time for those all-important
summer jobs or traditional summer
school classes. Other benefits include:

• Students can concentrate on just 
one course.

• Housing is offered to on-campus stu-
dents free of charge.

• Tuition will be at a reduced per-
course rate of $395 per semester hour.

• Both three- and four-credit hour 
courses are available.

Your son or daughter should have
received a May Term bulletin via campus
mail. You also can view the complete list
of May Term offerings online at
www.aurora.edu/classes/05ma.


