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What is Plagiarism?  

 
Plagiarism is the theft of someone else's intellectual property.  Plagiarism is putting someone else's ideas into your 
paper without giving that person credit for his/her ideas.  APA and MLA style formats are used to give proper credit to 
other authors when you incorporate their ideas into your papers.  Even though an article or book may be found in an 
online database, or on an internet site, it is still someone else's intellectual property and must be cited properly. 
 

Using APA Style to Cite Periodical Articles 
 

These examples of APA style are from the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th ed. 
Section 4.07 General Forms 

In your paper, references are listed in alphabetical order by last name of author.  
  
Periodical (Print journal article): pages 223-224: 

(Example) : Brown, J., Doe, J., & Smith, J.  (2001). Title of article. Title of Periodical, 20(1), 312-345. 
 
Note: 20(1) represents volume #20, issue #1.  312-345 represents inclusive page numbers.  The title of the periodical 
and volume number are italicized.  The issue number is not italicized, but is put in parentheses.  A comma is needed 
before the “&” sign when more than one author wrote the article. 
Only the first word of the article or book title is capitalized, unless the title contains a colon.  If the title contains a 
colon, then the word immediately following the colon is also capitalized.  Proper names are always capitalized.  The 
first name of the author is included as an initial only, followed by a period.  The title of the periodical is italicized.  If 
publication date includes a month and date, the format is (2001, January 5). 
 
Online Periodicals: pages 268-281 

This section in the APA book covers the citing of all online resources, including reports, e-journals, 
newsletters, newspapers, webpages/websites, ftp documents, listserv messages, conferences, and secondary databases.  
(See these pages for examples other than those below). 

(Example - Internet Article Based on a Print Source)  
Brown, J., Doe, J., & Smith, J. (2001). Title of article [Electronic version].  Title of  

Periodical, 20(1), 312-345.   
 

 (Example - Article in an Internet-Only Journal [e-journal) 
 Fredrickson, B. L. (2000, March 7).  Cultivating positive emotions to optimize health and  
  well-being.  Prevention & Treatment, 3, Article 0001a.  Retrieved November 20, 2000, from 

http://journals.apa.org/html. 
 

 (Example - Electronic copy of a journal article, three to five authors, retrieved from database) 
  Borman, W. C., Hanson, M. A., Oppler, S. H., Pulakos, E. D., & White, L. A. (1993).  Role of early  

supervisory experience in supervisor performance.  Journal of Applied Psychology, 78, 443- 
449.  Retrieved October 23, 2000, from PsycARTICLES database. 

 
Using APA Style to Cite Books 

 
(Example) Author, X. X.  (2001).  Title of book.  Location [of publication]:  Publisher. 

 
 
Note: See the Library website at www.aurora.edu/library → Web Resources  → General Sources and Search Tools, for 
links to information on citing APA and MLA styles. 
Also, the Learning Center offers handouts on APA and MLA style format.  (630) 844-5520 
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